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WATA is thankful for you!
Our membership!
We are stronger together.

Register today.

NEW! Hands-On Workshop — ZO Z 5

bring your device.

Growing Wisconsin Conference

(Formally known as Wi in fresh Fruit and Vegs

SCHEDULE: f"lar\/c:ﬁmg Knowledoe C ulhva’rnw connections,
Sunday, January 26, 2025 Froducmg qualltg and Fromotmg success

Trends in Agricultural Tourism M o
s OO

~1-4 pm “Trends In Tourism;

CUItivating your SOCiaI media January 26-28, 2025 | Wisconsin Dells, Wi
platforms.”
~Hands-on Workshops — Bring your devices; laptop, tablet, mobile phone
1-1:30 pm 1) Facebook

1:35-2:15 pm  2) LinkedIn
2:20—2:50 pm  3) Instagram
2:55-3:25 pm 4) Pinterest

3:30-4 pm 5) Email Marketing

*Panelist will also be available to answer, “Trends In Tourism; cultivating your social media
platforms.” workshop attendees’ questions during the Monday January 27, 2025 Round Table
Sessions 4:30 — 5:30 pm in the Trade Show Area.

(Continued on next page)


https://www.freshfruitvegetable.org/

Monday, January 27, 2025, Trends in Agricultural Tourism Track
~8-9 a.m. “Trends in Agricultural Tourism; Collaborative Marketing; Events & Bus Tours."
~9:15- 10:15 a.m. “Trends in Tourism; getting started or leveling up your offerings; WATA's
Peer-to-Peer Mentoring Program.”
~10:30-11:30 a.m. “Trends in Tourism; Farm Diversification; Leadership from the Next
Generation."
~11:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m. Lunch Networking (45 minutes) Trade Show Area
~12:15 -1 p.m. Wisconsin Department of Revenue Updates on Alcohol Laws Presentation.
~1:10 p.m. —1:40 p.m. Q & A Session on Alcohol Laws
~1:10 p.m. — 1:40 p.m. Round Tables in trade show area

~1) Facebook/Pinterest
~2) LinkedIn
~3) Instagram
~4) Pinterest
~5)
~6)
~7)

Email Marketing
Farm Stays,
What Wisconsin Agricultural Tourism Association can do for you.
~8) Food on the Farm
~2-3 p.m. Trends in Tourism; Cultivating Partnerships; 2025 Draft Corn Maze Experience
~3:15- 4:15 p.m. Trends in Tourism Farm Diversification; lce Cream & More
~4:15 p.m. — 6 p.m. Social and Cash Bar in Trade Show Area
~4:30-5:15 pm. Round Tables/WATA Networking in trade show area
~1) Facebook/Pinterest
~2) LinkedIn
~3) Instagram
~4) Pinterest-
~5) Email Marketing
~6) Farm Stays
~7) What Wisconsin Agricultural Tourism Association can do for you.
~8) Food on the Farm
~9) Google Reviews
~10) Peer to Peer Mentoring Program - Wisconsin Agricultural Tourism/USDA SCBG
23-10 Grant

Tuesday, January 28, 2025, Business Strategies/Tourism

~8 a.m. — 9 a.m. Trends in Tourism; Protecting Your Assets, Insurance, Business Structures,
Limited Liability Law.

~9:15 a.m. — 10:15 a.m. Trends in Tourism; Transitioning to Selling Alcohol at your
Agricultural Tourism Destination.

~10:30 — 11:30 a.m. Department of Revenue Update Alcohol Laws — Private Event Venues
~11:30 a.m. Conference & Trade Show Adjourns

Registration open Sunday at Noon, Monday & Tuesday at 7AM.
Member Registration - $85 / Person

Non-Member Registration - $95 / Person

On-Site Registration Additional $15 / Organization

Rooms have to be reserved prior to December 20, 2024.



2025 Membership Renewal Don’t Miss Out...Renew Today!

The Wisconsin Agricultural Tourism Association (WATA) would like to invite you to
continue your support of Agricultural Tourism by being a 2025 member. Make
sure we receive your 2025 membership promptly as 2025 will be another banner
year. Events will start in January 2025. Take a minute to create, review and update
your membership application features. Be sure to let visitors know what is new for
your destination in 2025. Mark your calendar as our statewide promotion of Wiscon-
sin Agricultural Tourism Fall Season, September 18 — October 31, 2025.

Annual Membership Fee $125.00 (Membership runs Jan — Dec 2025)

Simply go to www.wiagtourism.com/membershipform to complete renewal today!

Thank You for Your Support!
WATA Membership is an investment in your Agricultural Tourism Destination!
Be sure to renew in 2024 to take advantage of 2024 tax benefits.
Reasons to Join WATA in 2025...

First reason why more and more farmers are joining the Wisconsin Agricultural Tour-
ism Association: Our updated website helps individuals and families find Wisconsin’s
agriculturally based adventures. The user-friendly WATA website makes it easy to find
corn mazes and pumpkin patches, event barns, petting zoos, U-pick opportunities, or
vineyards. Want to take a pasture walk, meet sheep, or cut down a Christmas tree?
This website makes it easier for consumers to locate tourism opportunities across the
entire state. Join WATA and have your destination added to the Wisconsin Agricultural
Tourism Association Website.

Second reason why farmers value their WATA membership: Wisconsin Agricultural
Tourism Association advocates for regulations that can help farmers and growers
open their operations to visitors year round. WATA engages with various state level
leaders and departments to promote a business environment that will make it possible
to expand tourism opportunities. WATA worked to establish Wisconsin Act 269; find
more facts here.

Third reason WATA members join and renew their memberships year after year: As a
WATA member, you’ll have access to member-only educational webinars, monthly
newsletters and conferences that will help and support the growth of your business.
For example, how do you price entry fees for your activities? What are the regulations
around selling food? And what about using social media? Because of our strong part-
nerships with farm organizations, the Wisconsin Department of Tourism, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, and other agencies, WATA pro-
vides members with updates about many factors affecting tourism.


http://www.wiagtourism.com
https://wiagtourism.com
https://wiagtourism.com/Resources

Join or Renew Your WATA Membership online. Then register for member-only educa-
tional webinars and conferences. Registration is now open, for WATA's 2025 online
Agricultural Tourism Educational series: Enhancing and Growing your Agricultural

Tourism Destination.

Contact Sheila if you are interested in learning more about the
2025 Peer-to-Peer Mentoring Cohort 2025 Peer-to-Peer Mentor Application .

WATA is...

An organization that can help you find other farmers with knowledge and ex-
perience that are willing to share what they’ve learned. Ultimately, the Wisconsin
Agricultural Tourism Association is about offering information, connections, and
advocacy that will help you as you work for your success, growing and enhancing
your Agricultural Tourism Destination.

Thank you for your time and promptness in renewing your 2025 Member-
ship. Please don’t hesitate to contact Sheila Everhart, WATA Executive Director,
with any questions or comments. She can be reached at (608) 774-1354 or direc-
tor@wiagtourism.com.

Make sure to check out our Wisconsin Agricultural Tourism Facebook page!

Are you interested in serving as a WATA Board Member?
WATA will have elections for Board Positions March 2025.
Please contact/text Sheila at (608) 774-1354 if you are interested in being a candidate.

Promote Your @
WISCONSIN __ WRTA .

LUV'AG

In the News...

~Farm Bureau member highlights agriculture with 2025 Draft corn maze
“The most important people in this whole equation were the members of our communi
ty that came out and enjoyed our corn maze, pumpkin patch and fun farm,” read what
Jake Feltz said about the Fall Draft corn maze experience.
~WFBF Annual Meeting & YFA Conference, Dec. 6-9
~WFU Annual Convention, Dec. 14-15
~The Governor helped promote key wins for Wisconsin industries by taking part in events
like National Tourism and Travel WWeek and celebrating Wisconsin’s fall agricultural tourism
season and the industry’s role as a key economic driver for tourism, farm families, and
communities in Wisconsin. Read more.



https://wiagtourism.com/MembershipForm
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1DjQXCZEgkQ-15flnRGEhqH84SHftjy2NnikWn26IJFg/edit
https://www.facebook.com/wiagtourism/
https://wisconsinfarmbureaufederation.cmail19.com/t/j-l-gkltrit-gukthhrz-d/
https://wisconsinfarmbureaufederation.cmail19.com/t/j-l-gkltrit-gukthhrz-yh/
https://wisconsinfarmersunion.growthzoneapp.com/maincalendar/details/94th-wfu-annual-state-convention-1088703
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FWIGOV%2Fbulletins%2F39e9b5d/1/0100019345df241f-4d5d3b48-63a8-4cf5-afff-74f8d88f5622-000000/WrpvKYiRrwdM8LwxGmWG3W0HvX3SlH5orQ-P6x8jrww=380
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FWIGOV%2Fbulletins%2F3ba8183/1/0100019345df241f-4d5d3b48-63a8-4cf5-afff-74f8d88f5622-000000/SSwEjqJZgXsBCrQmGpgZHdnDz588hDc3mk_Dv0O1Iqk=380
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FWIGOV%2Fbulletins%2F3ba8183/1/0100019345df241f-4d5d3b48-63a8-4cf5-afff-74f8d88f5622-000000/SSwEjqJZgXsBCrQmGpgZHdnDz588hDc3mk_Dv0O1Iqk=380
https://www.wispolitics.com/2024/gov-evers-completes-annual-72-county-tour-of-wisconsin-2/

Upcoming Events...

~Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation Annual Meeting December 7-9, 2024
~Wisconsin Farmers Union Annual Convention December 13-15, 2024
~Wisconsin Association of Fairs Conference January 6-7, 2025 Wisconsin Dells
~Growing Wisconsin Conference January 26-28, 2025 Wisconsin Dells
~Marbleseed University February 20, 2025 LaCrosse, WI (TBD)

~Marbleseed Conference February 21-22, 2025 LaCrosse, WI (TBD)

~Wisconsin Agricultural Tourism Annual Meeting March 5, 2025 — 10 a.m.
~Wisconsin Governor’s Conference on Tourism March 9-12, 2025 LaCrosse, WI
~International Peony Festival Beaver Dam, WI June 13-15, 2025

~Classic Green Reunion June 12-14, 2025 Washington County Fair Grounds WB
~August 5, 2025 Wisconsin State Fair /Trade Show Educational Session for Consumers
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VISIT A WISCONSIN CORN MAZE ‘ TO ENTER:
THIS FALL BETWEEN LNl o VISIT AWI CORN MAZE
W “f'{ « TAKE APHOTO OF YOUR VISIT
CHANCE TO WIN PRIZES! ~. > aI&] + POSTTOFACEBOOK AND
8 INCLUDE TAG #WATAMAZE

GO TO WIAGTOURISM.COM TO =y ELa% + RANDOM WINNERS WILL BE
FIND A CORN MAZE NEAR YOU! ; : ¥  ANNOUNCED ON FACEBOOK
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Wisconsin, America's Agricultural Watch this 2025 Draft Video you will see this again leading
Tourism Destination, welcomes you to
Draft 2025! Discover the charm of... up to the draft.

Thank you to Gather Wisconsin, Wisconsin Farm Bureau
Federation, Midwest Farm Report, Pam Jahnke and the
2025 Draft Marketing Team.

And most importantly thank you to the WATA’s Board,
Marketing Committee and Members.



https://www.facebook.com/reel/578689524609684
https://www.gatherwisconsin.com/family/visiting-a-farm/
https://wfbf.com/communication/rural-route/
https://wfbf.com/communication/rural-route/
https://www.midwestfarmreport.com/author/pamjahnke/
https://www.packers.com/team/front-office-roster/gabrielle-valdez-dow
https://www.facebook.com/reel/578689524609684

Maze Challenge Entries and Winners...

Ashley Desens is at Porter's Patch.
September 29 - Bonduel, WI - @

Visited Porters Patch today! #watamaze

Head to t li lappy I Fall Fun on the Farm ! #LuvRAg #watamaze
#WIAgTourism

Raven Patzke - Follow
¥ October 20 at 4:35PM - @

Sidney Krejcarek
b October 26 at 1:39PM - &
We had a fun day with Grace Jahnke and Leah Jahnke at Porters Patch! It took almost an hour

and a half to finish the maze! Look at the last photo and you can see the view from sky of the
maze! #watamaze #porterspatch

Lattes N' Luggage Travel Blog
Local & travel website

Lattes N' Luggage Travel Blog - Follow
October 20 at 3:51PM - @

We went to Porter's Patch this morning and LOOK at how cool their
corn maze is this year &

@ There are 32 NFL Scarecrows hidden throughout the field that you

Lindsey O'Brien can try your best to find ss
Y November 1at12:31AM - @

Ve

@ Their last weekend of pumpkin season is October 25-27th & you do
& not want to miss it! #watamaze

005 3 comments 2 shares

E.:'\\ Petals & Plows - Follow

@ October 31at 3:16PM - Q
Thank you to all our guests that supported our farm and all the farms around Wisconsin
this year with #WIAgTourism. We appreciate all of you! Thank you to the ~ N 4
#GreenBayPackers for the opportunity to collaborate and get ready to promote the #skellymaze #watamaze #WIAgTourism #cornmaze #dohuts We Found the
#2025Draft. It has been an honor to network with you all'#farming #WATAMAZE Donuts! Skelly's Farm Market Wisco

1sin Ag




Support WATA Christmas Tree Producers
This Holiday Season!

Circle K Farms
W305S33990 Brookhill Road
Genessee, WI 53189

Country Roots Corn Maze & Market
E4637 State Road 154
Loganville, Wl 53943

Cozy Nook Farms
S11 W30780 Summit Avenue
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53188

Ebert's Greenhouse Village
W1795 Fox Rd
Ixonia, WI 53036

Enchanted Valley Acres
5047 Enchanted Valley Road
Cross Plains, WI 53528

Eugster's Farm Market & Petting Farm
3865 State Hwy 138
Stoughton, WI 53589

Francis Trees
W 3468 Long Crossing Road
Rio, WI 53960

Jerry Smith Produce and Pumpkin Farm

7115 38th St
Kenosha, WI 53144

Miller's Christmas Trees
Tree Rex Orchard
N3763 Otsego Rd

Rio , WI 53960

Schuett Farms, LLC
W299 S6370 State Rd 83
Mukwonago, WI 53183

Summers Christmas Tree Farm
4610 Rocky Dell Rd
Middleton, WI 53562

Younq Acres

N4380 WIS-35 Prescott
Wisconsin, 54021



https://www.facebook.com/circlekfarmsgenesee/
https://www.countryrootscreations.com
http://www.cozynookfarms.com/
https://www.ebertsgreenhouse.com/
https://www.enchantedvalleyacres.com/
https://www.eugsters.com/
http://francistrees.com/index.html
https://www.jerrysmithfarm.com/
http://www.treerex.com/
http://www.treerex.com/
https://schuettfarm.com/
https://summerschristmastreefarm.com/
https://www.youngacres.com/

Cost of Thanksgiving Dinner Declines —
Remains Higher Than Pre-Pandemic Levels

2024 HANKSGIVING
DINNER

AVERAGE COST FOR 10

$64.05 $61.17 $58.08

S O ©

Cooking_a Thanksgiving_feast for your friends and family will cost less than
last year but will still be more expensive than before the pandemic.The
American Farm Bureau Federation’s 39th annual survey provides a snapshot
of the average cost of this year’s classic holiday feast for 10, which is $58.08

or about $5.80 per person.

Moderate Decline Doesn’t Erase Dramatic Increase of 2 Years Ago

( 2 Turkey (16 Ib): $25.67 J Green Peas (16 0z): $1.73 E Pumpkin Pie Mix (30 0z): $4.15

Cranberries (12 0z): $2.35 @\  9Pie Shells (2): $3.40 @ Whole Milk (1 gal): $3.21

) Sweet Potatoes (3 Ib): $2.93 ﬁl Cube Stuffing (14 0z): $4.08 @ Whipping Cream (1/2pt): $1.81
&/

P

% & Carrots & Celery (1/2 Ib ea.): $.84 #2)  DinnerRolls (1doz): $4.16
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WATA 4 4618 W County Road A, Janesville, WI 53548 4 608-774-1354 4 info@wiagtourism.com 4 www.wiagtourism.com
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